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HIS�WIFE�VIA�SEVERAL�mASHBACKS��!MALANTIS�IS�SO�
PERFECT��SO�ETHEREAL��@@THEY�ARGUED�ALL�DAY�AND�NOT�
ONCE�DID�SHE�RAISE�HER�VOICE��7HEN�SHE�WAS�MOST�
ANNOYED�SHE�SOUNDED�MOST�GENTLE���	�THAT�)�WAS�
NEVER�INVESTED�IN�+ARNAK�S�SEARCH�FOR�HER��
!ND�YET��)�COULDN�T�HELP�BUT�BE�ENTERTAINED�BY�

4HE�&REEDOM�!RTIST��)T�HAS�ALL�THE�NAÕVE�BOLDNESS�
OF�A�DEBUT�NOVEL��AN�AUTHOR� THROWING�A�KITCHEN�
SINK�OF�IDEAS�AT�THE�PAGE�TO�SEE�WHICH�ONES�WILL�
STICK��3OME�ARE�BIZARRE��SUCH�AS�THE�NOVEL�S�DIZ-
ZYING�LURCH�TOWARD�HORROR�AS�THE�(IERARCHY��OUT�OF�
DESPERATION��UNLEASH�A�SPECIAL�FORCE�OF�CANNIBALS�
WEARING� JACKAL�MASKS� �YES�� YOU� READ� THAT� COR-
RECTLY	�TO�GOBBLE�DOWN�ANY�DISSIDENTS��"UT�WHEN�
THE�IDEAS�DO�LAND��THEY�ARE�TREMENDOUS��4HERE�S�
THE�WAILING� CONTAGION� THAT� SPREADS� ACROSS� THE�
WORLD�AND�CAUSES�PEOPLE� TO�BURST� INTO� TEARS� FOR�
NO� APPARENT� REASON��4HERE�S�+ARNAK�S�MOVING�
ENCOUNTER�WITH�THE�TERMINALLY�ILL��ALL�OF�WHOM�ARE�
ENJOYING�THEIR�LAST�MOMENTS�BECAUSE�THEY�KNOW�
THEY�HAVE�NOTHING�TO�LOSE��@@;+ARNAK=�HAD�NEVER�
SEEN�SUCH�MERRIMENT��NEVER�HEARD�SUCH�LAUGHTER��
SUCH�FREE�EXPRESSION�OF�FEELINGS�AND�LANGUAGE����
!ND�THERE�ARE�THE�WRITERS�WHO�SPEND�THEIR�DAYS�
ENDLESSLY� RECORDING� EVERY�DEATH�� DREAM��DISAP-
PEARANCE��AND�MOMENT�OF�JOY��@@4HEY�WRITE�WITH�
ALL� THE�PASSION�OF� THEIR� LOST� TRIBE��4HEY�CAPTURE�
WHAT� TECHNOLOGY�CANNOT�SEE�� RECORD�WHAT� TECH-
NOLOGY�CANNOT�FEEL��4HEY�ARE�THE�LAST�DREAMERS����
4HIS�HERE�IS�THE�HEART�OF�4HE�&REEDOM�!RTIST: a 
DEEP�APPRECIATION�OF�LITERATURE��STORYTELLING��AND�
mIGHTS�OF�THE�IMAGINATION��A�CONDEMNATION�OF�THE�
TENDENCY�TO�DUMB�DOWN�GREAT�WORKS�OF�ART��AND�
THE�OVERRIDING�MESSAGE�THAT�TRUE�FREEDOM�CAN�BE�
FOUND�IN�THE�PAGES�OF�A�BOOK�

!NNE�#HARNOCK�S�"RIDGE�����IS�SET�IN�THE�SAME�
UNIVERSE�AS�HER�TERRIlC������DEBUT�!�#ALCULATED�
,IFE� �A�DESERVED�lNALIST� FOR�BOTH� THE�0HILIP�+��
$ICK� AND�+ITSCHIES�'OLDEN�4ENTACLE�!WARD	��
7HEN�#HARNOCK�WROTE�!� #ALCULATED� ,IFE� SIX�
YEARS� AGO��"REXIT�� OR�MORE� ACCURATELY� THE� POS-
SIBILITY�OF�A�REFERENDUM�TO�LEAVE�THE�%5��WAS�THE�
WISHFUL�THINKING�OF�DIEHARD�%UROSCEPTICS��.OW�
HER�NEARFUTURE�DYSTOPIA�� INmUENCED�BY�CLIMATE�
CHANGE�AND�LIMITED�RESOURCES��WHERE�THE�WEALTHY�
ENJOY�GENETIC�ENHANCEMENTS�AND�THE�IMPOVERISHED�
ARE�FORCED�TO�LIVE�IN�MAKESHIFT�GHETTOS�OUTSIDE�THE�
CITY��SEEMS�HORRIBLY�PRESCIENT��7ITH�THE�INCLUSION�
OF�CLIMATE�REFUGEES��CHILD�TRAFlCKING��AND�SLAVERY�
"RIDGE�����ADDS�THAT�lNAL�TOUCH�OF�VERISIMILITUDE�
TO�#HARNOCK�S�POST"REXIT�NIGHTMARE�

"RIDGE�����CENTRES�ON�#ALEB��A���YEAROLD�BOY�

4HE�&REEDOM�!RTIST��"EN�/KRI��(EAD�OF�:EUS�
��������������� ������� ���PP�� HC	� &EBRUARY�
�������!KASHIC�"OOKS������������������������
���PP��HC	�&EBRUARY�������

"RIDGE� �����!NNE� #HARNOCK� ���.ORTH� ���
�����������������������PP��HC	�&EBRUARY�������

4HE�2ESISTERS��'ISH�*EN��+NOPF����������������
�����������PP��HC	�&EBRUARY�������

���!ND� /THER� $ISASTERS��-ALKA�/LDER� �-ASON�
*AR�0RESS� ��������������� �������� ���PP�� TP	�
.OVEMBER������

 

SOMETIMES� IT� FEELS� LIKE� ALL� ANYONE� IS� PUB-
LISHING� THESE� DAYS� IS� DYSTOPIAN�lCTION�� )�
GET�WHY��!S�)�WRITE��"ORIS�*OHNSON�HAS�JUST�

WON� A� LANDSLIDE� ELECTION� VICTORY� IN� THE�5NITED�
+INGDOM�ASSURING�A�HARD"REXIT�AND�FURTHER�CUTS�
TO�THE�COUNTRY�S�SOCIAL�WELFARE�SYSTEM��IN�!USTRA-
LIA��THE�,IBERAL�.ATIONAL�'OVERNMENT�IS�PLANNING�
TO�INTRODUCE�A�2ELIGIOUS�$ISCRIMINATION�"ILL�INTO�
0ARLIAMENT�WITH� AN� EXPLANATORY�MEMO� STRAIGHT�
OUT�OF�4HE�(ANDMAID�S�4ALE��AND�IN�THE�5NITED�
3TATES�$ONALD�4RUMP����CONTINUES�TO�BE�$ONALD�
4RUMP��4HIS�SWING�TO�THE�RIGHT�IN�THE�@@DEVELOPED�
WORLD��� n� ESPECIALLY� POST� ����� n� HAS� NOT� ONLY�
SEEN�THE�DYSTOPIA�CHANGE�IN�CHARACTER�n�WHAT�WAS�
ONCE�A�CAUTIONARY�TALE�IS�NOW�FORESHADOWING�THE�
INEVITABLE�n�BUT�HAS�ALSO�LED�TO�A�GLUT�OF�NOVELS��
4O�PROVE�MY�POINT��THREE�OF�THE�FOUR�BOOKS�)�M�
REVIEWING�THIS�MONTH�n�"EN�/KRI�S�4HE�&REEDOM�
!RTIST��!NNE�#HARNOCK�S�"RIDGE�����AND�'ISH�
*EN�S�4HE�2ESISTERS�n�FEATURE�DYSTOPIAS�SHAPED�
BY�CLIMATE�CHANGE�AND�REACTIONARY�POLITICS��
"EN�/KRI� BEGINS� HIS� DYSTOPIAN� ALLEGORY�The 

&REEDOM�!RTIST�WITH� THE� ONTOLOGICAL� CONCEIT��
@@WRITTEN� IN� THE� OLDEST� LEGENDS���� THAT� @@ALL� ARE�
BORN� IN� A� PRISON���� )T�S� A� FOUNDING�MYTH� THAT� IS�
INITIALLY�ACCEPTED�AS�A�CORNERSTONE�OF�SOCIETY��BUT�
EVENTUALLY�FORGOTTEN�OVER�TIME��@@4HEIR�CIVILISA-
TIONS�BECAME�SO�SUCCESSFUL����THEY�BEGAN�TO�THINK�
THEY�WERE� FREE��	�� %VERYTHING� CHANGES�WHEN� A�
CRY�OF�TRIUMPH�IS�HEARD�ON�THE�EDGE�OF�THE�DESERT��
HERALDING�THAT�@@SOMEONE�HAD�ESCAPED�THE�PRISON�
OF�THE�WORLD����3OON�AFTER��A�RADICAL�AND�DISRUP-
TIVE�VERSION�OF�THE�FOUNDING�MYTH�n�@@IT�WAS�NOT�
THE�EARTH�OR�THE�UNIVERSE�THAT�WAS�THE�PRISON�� IT�
WAS�THE�BODY���n�EMERGES��INFECTING�THE�POPULACE�
AND�LEADING�TO�CIVIL�UNREST�SPURRED�ON�BY�GRAFlTI�
SPRAYED�ACROSS�BUILDINGS��BUSES��AND�BILLBOARDS�
EMBLAZONED�WITH� THE� QUESTION��7(/� )3�4(%�

02)3/.%2��4HE�ESTABLISHMENT��KNOWN�AS�4HE�
(IERARCHY	�CRACK�DOWN�LIKE�EVERY�OTHER�AUTHORITAR-
IAN�REGIME�THROUGHOUT�HISTORY��BY�BURNING�BOOKS��
IMPRISONING�PUBLISHERS�AND�BOOKSELLERS��AND�DE-
STROYING�ALL�FORMS�OF�PRINTING��!MID�THESE�OPPRES-
SIVE�CONDITIONS��WHERE�ALL�KNOWLEDGE�IS�BANNED��
WHERE� PEOPLE� SCREAM� IN� THEIR� SLEEP��WHERE� THE�
ENVIRONMENT�HAS�BEEN�DEVASTATED��AND�WHERE�THE�
RICH�HAVE�TAKEN�OVER�THE�WORLD��WE�FOLLOW�A�BOY��
-IRABABA��AND�A�MAN��+ARNAK��BOTH�OF�WHOM�HAVE�
INDIVIDUALLY�UNDERTAKEN�A�DANGEROUS�QUEST�FOR�THE�
TRUTH��)N�THE�CASE�OF�-IRABABA��HE�IS�INITIATED�AS�A�
MYTHMAKER�FOLLOWING�THE�DEATH�OF�HIS�GRANDFATHER��
THROUGH�A�VISIONQUEST�OF�SORTS�WHERE�HE�COMES�
TO�COMPREHEND�THE�NATURE�OF�THE�PRISON��+ARNAK��
ON�THE�OTHER�HAND��IS�SEARCHING�FOR�THE�LOVE�OF�HIS�
LIFE��!MALANTIS��WHO�ONE�MORNING�IS�DISAPPEARED�
INTO�A�VAN�n�LIKE�MANY�THOUSANDS�BEFORE�HER�n�FOR�
DARING�TO�ASK�ABOUT�THE�PRISONER�
5P�UNTIL�WRITING�THIS�REVIEW��)�WAS�UNAWARE�THAT�

4HE�&REEDOM�!RTIST�HAD�BEEN�PUBLISHED�IN�THE�
5+�TWELVE�MONTHS�AGO��4HIS�CAUGHT�ME�OFF�GUARD��
NOT�BECAUSE�)�M�AN�AVID�OF�FAN�OF�/KRI�S�lCTION�
n�)�M�EMBARRASSED�TO�ADMIT�THAT�4HE�&REEDOM�
!RTIST�IS�MY�lRST�TASTE�OF�HIS�WORK�n�BUT�BECAUSE�
AS�SOMEONE�WHO�WON�THE�"OOKER�BACK�IN������
FOR�4HE�&AMISHED�2OAD� �THE�lRST�.IGERIAN� TO�
DO�SO	��)�D�EXPECT�THE�PUBLICATION�OF�A�NEW�"EN�
/KRI�NOVEL�TO�COME�WITH�A�CERTAIN�AMOUNT�OF�BUZZ�
AND�ATTENTION��"UT�A�QUICK�SKIM�OF�THE�'OOGLE
MACHINE�SUGGESTS�THAT�/KRI�HAS�BEEN�ON�THE�NOSE�
WITH� CRITICS� FOR� CLOSE� TO� TWO�DECADES�� REACHING�
ITS�NADIR�WHEN��IN�������HE�@@WON���THE�Literary 
Review�S�"AD�3EX� )N�&ICTION�!WARD� FOR� A� LOVE�
SCENE� IN�4HE�!GE�OF�-AGIC��2EVIEWS� FOR�The 
&REEDOM�!RTIST�IN�THE�5+�HAVE�BEEN�DECIDEDLY�
LUKEWARM��WITH�The Telegraph’s�#LAIRE�!LLFREE�
CALLING� THE� BOOK� A� @@SILLY� DYSTOPIA��� THAT� YOU�D�
HAVE�TO�BE�HIGH�TO�ENJOY�
7HILE�)�LIKED�4HE�&REEDOM�!RTIST more than 
!LLFREE��IN�STRIVING�FOR�PROFUNDITY�/KRI�OFTEN�OVER
REACHES��(IS� DESIRE� TO�MIX� AND�MATCH� CREATION�
MYTHS�AND�PARABLES�FROM�ACROSS�THE�WORLD�LEADS�
TO�A�NEBULOUS�MUSH�OF�.EW!GEY�CONCEPTS�SUCH�
AS�THE�INlNITE�LIGHT�THAT�CONNECTS�ALL�THINGS��OR�THE�
NOTION�THAT�@@BEFORE�BEING�HUMAN��MAN�WAS�A�FORM�
OF�LIGHT�IN�A�CIRCLE�OF�GOLD����4HE�NOVEL�S�HEIGHT-
ENED�� FABLELIKE� QUALITY� ALSO�MEANS� THAT�/KRI�S�
WORLD�NEVER�FEELS�GROUNDED�OR�REAL��)�M�SURE�THIS�
IS�DELIBERATE��AFTER�ALL�4HE�&REEDOM�!RTIST�IS�AN�
ALLEGORY��BUT�IT�DOES�MEAN�)�STRUGGLED�TO�CARE�ABOUT�
THE�CHARACTERS��!S�AN�EXAMPLE��DESPITE�/KRI�S�BEST�
EFFORTS� TO� mESH� OUT�+ARNAK�S� RELATIONSHIP�WITH�
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WHO��WITH�HIS�MOTHER�AND�FATHER�� LEAVE�A�3PAIN�
RAVAGED�BY�DROUGHT�AND�UNMANAGEABLE�WILDlRES�
FOR�THE�PROMISED�SAFE�HARBOUR�OF�%NGLAND��4HINGS��
HOWEVER��DON�T�GO�TO�PLAN��!FTER�lVE�WEEKS��#A-
LEB�S�FATHER��WHO�HEADED�OFF�BEFORE�HIS�WIFE�AND�
SON�� STOPS� SENDING�MESSAGES� BACK� HOME��.OT�
PREPARED�TO�WAIT�ANY�LONGER��#ALEB�AND�HIS�MOTHER�
MAKE� THE� TREACHEROUS� JOURNEY� TOWARD�%NGLAND��
"UT� THE� RIGOURS�OF� TRAVEL�BECOME� TOO�MUCH� FOR�
#ALEB�S�MOTHER�WHO��ONE�NIGHT��WANDERS�OFF�AND�
NEVER�RETURNS��4HREE�WEEKS�LATER��BARELY�SURVIV-
ING�ON�THE�COAST�OF�.ORTHERN�&RANCE��#ALEB�MEETS�
3KYLARK��7ITH�HER�ELECTRIC�BICYCLE�AND�SIDECAR��SHE�
CONVINCES�#ALEB�TO�COME�ALONG�WITH�HER�RATHER�
THAN�HEAD�FOR�THE�2ECEPTION�#ENTRES�IN�%NGLAND��
WHERE�HE�WILL�BE�HANDED�OVER�TO�A�WORK�CAMP�AND�
BECOME�AN�INDENTURED�SLAVE�@@DOING�lLTHY�WORK�
ON�THE�lSH�FARMS����7HAT�#ALEB�DOESN�T�KNOW�IS�
THAT�3KYLARK� IS� A� TRAFlCKER�� FUNNELLING� CHILDREN�
TO�THE�%NCLAVE�OUTSIDE�OF�-ANCHESTER�TO�WORK�AT�
A�RECYCLING�FACILITY�RUN�BY�@@THE�FAMILY����#ALEB��
THOUGH��IS�SENT�TO�-A�,EXIE�WHERE��ON�THE�ROOF�OF�
AN�APARTMENT�BLOCK��HE�AND�TWO�OTHER�BOYS�FASH-
ION�CLOTHES�OUT�OF�RECYCLED�TEXTILES��7HEN�#ALEB�
BEFRIENDS�/DETTE��A�FELLOW�REFUGEE��AN�OPPORTUNITY�
OPENS�UP�FOR�BOTH�OF�THEM�TO�ESCAPE��"UT�IS�LIFE�
OUTSIDE�THE�%NCLAVE�ANY�SAFER��
7HAT�S� IMPRESSIVE� ABOUT�"RIDGE� ���� IS� THE�
AMOUNT�OF�RESTRAINT�#HARNOCK�SHOWS�IN�HER�TREAT-
MENT�OF�#ALEB��)T�WOULD�HAVE�BEEN�EASY��AND�EVEN�
TEMPTING	�TO�DEPICT�THE�YOUNG�MAN�S�LIFE�IN�THE�
%NCLAVE��AND�BEYOND��AS�ONE�OF�ENDLESS�PHYSICAL��
MENTAL��AND�SEXUAL�ABUSE��"UT�WHILE�HIS�CIRCUM-
STANCES�ARE�LESS�THAN�IDEAL��AND�WHILE�#HARNOCK�
NEVER� AVOIDS� THE� FACT� THAT�#ALEB� IS� A� VICTIM�OF�
CHILD�TRAFlCKING��HIS�TIME�WITH�-A�,EXIE�IS�ONE�
OF�RELATIVE�STABILITY�AND�SAFETY��3HE�EVEN�PROMOTES�
HIM�TO�SUPERVISOR�WHEN�#ALEB�EXPRESSES�A�mAIR�
FOR�DESIGN��)T�S�ONLY�WHEN�#ALEB�GIVES�-A�,EXIE�
THE�SLIP�AT�THE�MARKET��ON�A�PRIVATE�ERRAND�OF�HIS�
OWN	��AND�SHE�SLAPS�HIM�ON�HIS�RETURN���THE�lRST�
TIME�SHE�S�EVER�STRUCK�HIM	�THAT�#ALEB�BEGINS�TO�
UNDERSTAND�THE�REALITY�OF�HIS�PREDICAMENT��

While I stood at the back of the stall, I decided 
Ma Lexie didn’t trust me – even though I’d 
worked hard and tried to be cheerful all the 
time. I never once blamed her for any of my 
problems. I decided, standing there listening 
to her laughing and joking with her scummy 
customers, that Ma Lexie is just another 
chapter in my story of hard luck.

4HE�TRAGEDY�FOR�#ALEB��WHICH�BECOMES�EVIDENT�
WHEN�HE� LEAVES� THE�%NCLAVE�� IS� THAT�� FOR�ALL�HIS�
COURAGE��RESOURCEFULNESS�AND�INNATE�TALENT��THERE�
IS� NO�PLACE� FOR� HIM� IN� THIS�%NGLAND�OF� GENETIC�
ENHANCEMENTS�� CLOSED� BORDERS�� AND� FORCED� DE-
PORTATIONS�
7HILE�THE�NARRATIVE�REVOLVES�AROUND�#ALEB��WE�
ALSO�SEE�THE�WORLD�THROUGH�THE�EYES�OF�THE�ADULTS�
HE�INTERACTS�WITH��LIKE�-A�,EXIE�AND�3KYLARK��AND�
THOSE�HE�MEETS�ON�THE�OTHER�SIDE�OF�THE�%NCLAVE��
SPECIlCALLY�*EROME��NOT�HIS�REAL�NAME	�AND�/FlCER�
3ONIA��7ITH� THE� LATTER� TWO��#HARNOCK�PROVIDES�
AN�INSIGHT�INTO�THE�WORKINGS�OF�THE�BUREAUCRACY�
THAT�TRACKS�DOWN��IMPRISONS��AND�REPATRIATES�REFU-
GEES�AND�ASYLUM�SEEKERS��.EITHER�*EROME��WHO�
INVEIGLES� HIS�WAY� INTO� RURAL� COMMUNITIES� AND�
%NCLAVES�TO�SHUT�DOWN�FARMS�OR�FACTORIES�THAT�USE�
ILLEGAL�IMMIGRANTS	�OR�/FlCER�3ONIA��A�SIMULANT�

n�ARTIlCIAL�HUMAN�n�WHO�INVESTIGATES�ANOMALIES�
IN� THE� SYSTEM	� EVER� SEEM�MORALLY� OR� ETHICALLY�
CONmICTED�BY� THEIR�WORK��/N� THE�CONTRARY�� THEY�
VIEW�THEMSELVES�AS�ASSISTING�REFUGEES��ENSURING�
THEY�RE�NOT� EXPLOITED�BUT� RATHER� RETURNED� SAFELY�
HOME��4HIS�IS�SUMMED�UP�BY�/FlCER�3ONIA��WHO�
BELIEVES�THAT�#ALEB�CAN�START�AFRESH�IN�3PAIN�BE-
CAUSE�IT�S�NOT�@@AS�THOUGH�HE�S�SEEKING�ASYLUM��(IS�
LIFE�ISN�T�IN�DANGER����)T�S�THE�HORRIBLE�BANALITY�OF�A�
WORLDVIEW�THAT�DOESN�T�CONSIDER�A�GLOBAL�CLIMATE�
CRISIS�AS�DANGEROUS�THAT�)�lND�MORE�CONFRONTING�
AND� EFFECTIVE� THAN� REPETITIVE�� GRATUITOUS� SCENES�
OF�TORTURE�AND�ABUSE��!S�SUCH��IT�S�ALMOST�AN�ACT�
OF�FAITH�TO�HOPE�THAT�UNLIKE�THE�CASE�WITH�!�#AL
CULATED�,IFE�WE�WILL�HAVE�MOVED�FURTHER�AWAY��
RATHER�THAN�CLOSER�TO��THE�GRIM��CLIMATE�AFFECTED�
REALITY�OF�"RIDGE������

!S�AN�!USSIE��)�DO�LOVE�MY�CRICKET��BUT�)�M�THE�
lRST�TO�ADMIT�THAT�SOME�OF�THE�MOST�MEMORABLE�lC-
TION�AND�NONlCTION�)�VE�READ�FEATURES�!MERICA�S�
FAVOURITE�SUMMERSPORT��BASEBALL��4HIS�INCLUDES�
4HOMAS�$YJA�S�STUNNING�CIVIL�WAR�NOVEL�0LAY�FOR�
A�+INGDOM��WHERE�5NION�AND�#ONFEDERATE�COM-
PANIES�PLAY�A�SERIES�OF�BASEBALL�GAMES�BETWEEN�
EACH� BATTLE�� 3TEPHEN�+ING�S� ABSORBING� ESSAY�
@@(EAD�$OWN����WHERE� HE� SPENDS� THE� SUMMER�
REPORTING�ON�THE�FORTUNES�OF�/WEN�+ING�S�LITTLE�
LEAGUE�TEAM��AND�POSSIBLY�MY�ALLTIME�FAVOURITE�
FANTASY�NOVEL��-ICHAEL�"ISHOP�S�"RITTLE�)NNINGS��
WHERE��SPOILERS	�&RANKENSTEIN�S�MONSTER�PLAYS�A�
SEASON�FOR�THE�#HATTAHOOCHEE�6ALLEY�,EAGUE�IN�THE�
!MERICAN�$EEP�3OUTH�DURING�THE�3ECOND�7ORLD�
7AR���)F�)�HAVEN�T�MENTIONED�7�0��+INSELLA�S�3HOE
LESS�*OE�IT�S�NOT�BECAUSE�)�FOUND�THE�+EVIN�#OSTNER�
ADAPTATION�MAWKISH� AND� CHEESY�� BUT� BECAUSE�
)�VE�NEVER�READ�THE�NOVEL	��7HILE�NOT�MUCH�CAN�
COMPARE�TO�THOSE�WORKS��AND�PARTICULARLY�"RITTLE�
)NNINGS��WHICH� IS�CRIMINALLY�UNDERREAD	��'ISH�
*EN�S�4HE�2ESISTERS�COMES�CLOSE��PULLING�OFF�THE�
FEAT�OF�MAKING� THE�UNLIKELY�PAIRING�OF�BASEBALL�
AND�A�DYSTOPIAN�SETTING�SEEM�LIKE�A�NATURAL�lT�

4HE� 2ESISTERS� IS� SET� AT� A� POINT� IN� THE� FUTURE�
WHERE�WIDESPREAD�AUTOMATION�HAS�SPLIT�!MERICA�
�NOW�!UTO!MERICA	�INTO�TWO�CLASSES�OF�PEOPLE��
4HERE�ARE�THE�@@.ETTED���WHO�CONTINUE�TO�HAVE�JOBS�
AND�ENJOY�A�LIFE�OF�PRIVILEGE�AND�WEALTH��AND�THERE�
ARE�THE�@@3URPLUS���WHO�HAVE�BEEN�MADE�REDUNDANT�
BY�!UTO(OUSES��!UTO,AWNS��!UTO,AWYERS��AND�
!UTO3URGEONS��4HE� 3URPLUS� ARE� PAID� A�"ASIC�
)NCOME� �!NDREW�9ANGSTYLE	�� WHICH� THEY�RE�
REQUIRED�TO�SPEND�ON�PRODUCTS�MANUFACTURED�BY�
THE�.ETTED��AND� THEY�EARN� @@,IVING�0OINTS��� THAT�
PROVIDE�THEM�WITH�LIMITED�FREEDOMS��!LL�THIS�IS�
GOVERNED�BY� AN�!RTIlCIAL� )NTELLIGENCE� �DUBBED�
!UNT�.ETTIE	�THAT�KEEPS�THE�3URPLUS�IN�CHECK�VIA�
AN�ARMY�OF�DRONES�AND�HUMAN�ENFORCERS��)NTO�THIS�
AUTOMATED�WORLD�COMES�'WEN��WHO��AT�A�YOUNG�
AGE� �JUST� LIKE�2OY�(OBBS	�� SHOWS� AN� APTITUDE�
AT� ACCURATELY� THROWING� SPHERICAL� OBJECTS� �WELL��
FRANKLY�ANY�OBJECT	��(OWEVER��A�3URPLUSWIDE�BAN�
ON�FREEASSOCIATION�MEANS�THAT�'WEN�CAN�T�PLAY�
BASEBALL��#UE�'WEN�S�MOTHER�%LEANOR��&AMOUS�
�OR� INFAMOUS	� FOR� DEFENDING� THE� CIVIL� RIGHTS� OF�
ALL�3URPLUS��A�ROLE�THAT�HAS�LED�TO�HER�INCARCERA-
TION� AND� TORTURE	��%LEANOR� DECIDES� TO� ESTABLISH�
AN� UNDERGROUND� BASEBALL� LEAGUE�� 3URPRISINGLY��
WHEN�!UNT�.ETTIE�BECOMES�AWARE�OF�THE�LEAGUE�
IT� DOESN�T� SHUT� IT� DOWN�� )NSTEAD�� RECOGNISING�

'WEN�S�SKILL�WITH�A�BASEBALL�n�AND�THE�ROLE�SHE�
MIGHT�PLAY�IN�DEFEATING�THE�#HIN2USSIANS�AT�THE�
/LYMPICS�n�!UNT�.ETTIE�OFFERS�'WEN�A�SCHOLARSHIP�
AT�.ET�5��.ETTED�5NIVERSITY	�TO�FURTHER�HARNESS�
HER�TALENT��)T�S�AN�OPPORTUNITY�THAT�MOST�3URPLUS�
WOULD�JUMP�AT��BUT�AS�%LEANOR�S�DAUGHTER�'WEN�
APPRECIATES�THERE�S�MORE�AT�STAKE�THAN�HER�PRODI-
GIOUS�SOUTHPAW�
7HETHER� IT�S� THE�/RGANISATION� FOR�%CONOMIC�
#OOPERATION�AND�$EVELOPMENT��/%#$	��EXPERTS�
FROM�3TANFORD��OR�THE�7ORLD�"ANK�S�#HIEF�%CONO-
MIST�� THE� PREVAILING� VIEW� IS� THAT� THE� EFFECTS� OF�
AUTOMATION�HAVE�BEEN�VASTLY�OVERSTATED�� THE�!)�
TAKEOVER�AS�CHARACTERISED�BY�'ISH�*EN�IS�UNLIKELY�
TO�EVENTUATE��DESPITE�!MAZON�S�BEST�EFFORTS	��The 
2ESISTERS��THOUGH��ISN�T�SO�MUCH�ABOUT�THE�LONG
TERM�DANGERS�OF�AUTOMATION��2ATHER��IN�PORTRAYING�
AN�!MERICAN�DYSTOPIA�WHERE�BASEBALL�n�A�SYMBOL�
OF�FREEDOM�AND�THE�!MERICAN�DREAM�n�IS�PLAYED�
IN�SECRET�AND�WHERE�ZONING�LAWS�HAVE�FORCED�THE�
3URPLUS�TO�LIVE�IN�SWAMPLAND��*EN�NOT�ONLY�ECHOES�
THE�DISCRIMINATORY�POLICIES�OF�REDLINING�BUT�ALSO�
AMPLIlES�CONTEMPORARY�CONCERNS�ABOUT�INCOME�
EQUALITY��THE�WHITTLING�AWAY�OF�CIVIL�LIBERTIES��AND�
LIMITED�ACCESS�TO�ESSENTIAL�SERVICES�IN�THE�POORER�
PARTS�OF�THE�53��FOR�EXAMPLE�THE�lVEYEAR�WATER�
CRISIS�IN�&LINT�-)	��

4HE�2ESISTERS��AS�THE�TITLE�SUGGESTS��IS�ALSO�A�
NOVEL�ABOUT�lGHTING�AGAINST�ALL�FORMS�OF�AUTHORI-
TARIANISM�n�HUMAN�OR�!)��&OR�*EN��IT�S�THE�MOTHERS�
WHO�WILL�INSPIRE�THEIR�DAUGHTERS�TO�WITHSTAND�GROSS�
INJUSTICE��4HIS�IS�ILLUSTRATED��SOMEWHAT�TONGUE�IN�
CHEEK��VIA�THE�APHORISTIC�WORDS�OF�WISDOM�'WEN�S�
FATHER� ATTRIBUTES� TO� HIS�MOTHER�� @@AS�MY�MOTHER�
USED� TO�SAY��A�SECRET� IS�A�SHAME�OR�A� TREASURE����
@@AS�MY�MOTHER�USED� TO�SAY��'OATS�DON�T� JUMP��
THEIR�FEET�JUMP����AND�@@AS�MY�MOTHER�USED�TO�SAY��
.O�PAINT� JOB� COULD� COVER� THAT����-ORE� NOTABLY��
IT�S�THE�COURAGE�EXHIBITED�BY�%LEANOR��WHO��IN�THE�
FACE�OF�@@DISTINGUISHED�TREATMENT����!+!�TORTURE	��
CONTINUES�HER�ONGOING�LEGAL�BATTLE�AGAINST�!UNT�
.ETTIE� TO�ENSURE� THAT�#ONSTITUTIONAL�AND�HUMAN�
RIGHTS�OF�ALL�3URPLUS�ARE�PROTECTED��4HE�NOVEL�S�
DENOUEMENT��WHICH�)�WON�T�SPOIL	�BRINGS�THIS�TO�
THE�FORE�IN�A�MANNER�THAT�CLEVERLY�PLAYS�AGAINST�
THE� TRADITIONAL� BASEBALLMOVIE� CLIMAX� AND� SEES�
THE�BATON�OF�HOPE�AND�RESISTANCE�PASSED�ON�TO�THE�
NEXT�GENERATION��7ITH�4HE�2ESISTERS��'ISH�*EN�
PROVIDES�A�NEW�ANGLE�TO�THE�DYSTOPIAN�NARRATIVE��
WHILE�DOING�JUSTICE�TO�THAT�GREAT�!MERICAN�LITERARY�
SPORT��BASEBALL�

!LTHOUGH� IT�S�A�SLIM�BOOK�� THE�NINE�STORIES�AND�
THREE�POEMS�THAT�FEATURE�IN�-ALKA�/LDER�S�DEBUT�
COLLECTION����!ND�/THER�$ISASTERS�SHOWCASE�AN�
ECLECTIC�AND�VIVID� IMAGINATION��4HIS� INCLUDES�A�
FUTURE�HISTORY�DETAILING�THE�BREAKUP�OF�THE�5NITED�
3TATES�OF�!MERICA��CLEVERLY�SPLIT�INTO�SEVEN�INDI-
VIDUAL�SECTIONS�ACROSS�THE�COLLECTION�TO�MIMIC�THE�
DISSOLUTION�OF�THE�COUNTRY	��MILITARY�3&�FEATURING�A�
BATTALION�OF�MIDWIVES�HEADING�OFF�TO�lGHT�OPPOS-
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THIS MONTH IN HISTORY
February 24, 2117. New New Madrid 
threat. Sudden shudders and steam from 
Kentucky Bend Sink trigger first 5-state 
compulsory evac since 2112.  
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